ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
(b)

DIVISION OF LAND USE MANAGEMENT

Request for Comments on the 303(d) List Methods

Document

Take notice that the New Jersey Departrnent of Envirdumental
Protection (Department) is seeking public comment on n propesed 2004
Intcgrated Water Quality Mogitoring and Assessinemt  Methods
Document. This Methods Document is intended to satisfy New Jersey's
requircment to provide a description of the methodology used to develop
the 303(d) List of Impaired Waterbodies under section 303(d) of the
Federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1313¢d)).

The proposed 2004 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and
Assessment Mcthods Document is available for review from the Division
of Land Use Management, Water Quality Standards and Assessment,
PO Box 402, 401 East Statc Strcet, Trenton, New Jlersey 08623, by
calling (609) 777-1753, or directly from the Departinent’s website at
hitp-//wwiw state pi us/deply sErwqt/wat/inte ist/intepratedlist?20

tepra

The State is required to biennially prepare and submit 1o USEPA 2
report sddressing the overall water quality of the Siate’s waters in
accordance with Section 305(b) of the Federal Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. §1315(b)). This report is comimonly referred to as the 305(b)
Report or the Water Quality Inventory Report. The Federal Clean Water
Act under Section 303(d){1){A) also requires the State to issue a list of
watcr quality limited waters. This list has been known as the 303(d) List.

In November 2001, USEPA issued guidence that cocourages states to
integrate the 305(b) Report and the 303(d) List into one report. Following
USEPA's guidance, the Department chosc to develop an Integrated
Report for New Jersey in 2002, The Depsrument anticipates submirting
an Integrated Report in 2004 also, As explained in the 2002 Integrated
Water Quality Monitering and Assessment Report, (which ¢an be viewed
at -/ hwww state v usiden/wmm/sgwat/wat/intceratedlist/Part]. ndf),
the Iniegrated Report assigns waterbodies to one of five sublists, The
Methods Document outlines the techmical process used to assign a
waterbody to a particular sublist. The 303(d) is now identified us Sublist
5 of the Integrated List.

The methods the Depertment intends to use to develop the 2004
Integrated List of Waterbodies are described in detail in the praposed
2004 Intcgrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Methods
Document. The gonl of this methods document is to provide an abjective
and scientifically sound waterbody assessmemt methedology. This
document includes a description of the quality assurance requiremnents as
well as methods used to cvaluate water quality dats and assess water
quality standards attainment, and the rationale for the placement of
waterbodies in Sublists | through S.

Afier yeview and consideration of comments received on the proposed
2004 Integrated Water Quality Moenitoring and Assessment Methods
Document, the Departtent will prepaye snd public notice the proposed
2004 lntegrated List. The final Integrated List of Waters will be
submitted to the United States Environmental Protsction Agesey
(USEFA) for review as part of the 2004 Integraied Water Quality
Moaitoring and Asscssmant Report,

Interested persems should submit written comments on the
Methodology to Debra Hammond at the Division of Land Use
Management, Burean of Water Quality Standards and Assessment, PO
Box 402, 40] East State Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, All
comrnents must be submitted by July 2, 2003,
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